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When one is seeking an accurate and objective view of history, one does not immediately think of Jon Stewart or the rest of the crew at The Daily Show. Yet, it is this very crew of comedy writers that have written America(The book), a rather humorous and occassionally factual mock history textbook. This book was written during the election of 2004, winning Publisher Weekly's Book of the Year award for effectively mocking the entire American democratic system instead of a single candidate or party(America). 


Obviously, the chief reason this book was written is to entertain. However, as the foreword suggests, this book has several other goals in mind. First of all, it urges its readers to give up the notion that the writers of the Constitution and those in the early days of America were infallible(Stewart x). It notes that amendments were made to be amended, adding that the Constitution wasn't written in stone for a reason(Stewart x). This introduction insists that the Constitution is a living document, and “...[the founding fathers] created a blueprint for a system that would endure, which means your lazy asses shouldn't be coasting on our accomplishments”(Stewart xi). In more polite terms, one of the reasons this book focuses on the absurdities of American Democracy is to inspire those within it to rise to action and fix it.



One may ask if Jon Stewart, a long time comedian, has the qualifications to write any sort of History related work, textbook or otherwise. While a large part of his professional life has been centered on comedy, Stewart has received two Peaybody 
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awards for his coverage of the 2000 and 2004 elections, and was voted one the 100 most influential people in a 2005 edition of Time(Jon Stewart). In this article, he was described by Tom Brokaw as “one of the few people who represent true Athenian Democratic values”(Jon Stewart). In addition, Jon Stewart regularly interviews and debates with politicians on his own Daily Show, and has been programs such as CNN's Crossfire. In short, Jon Stewart has seen enough of the government and its inner workings and members to mock it mercilessly.



Naturally, mocking is exactly what this book does. It ridicules everything from the early roots of Democracy in Rome and Greece to the faults of our modern system and its leaders. For instance, on the pilgrams, Stewart writes, “...The pilgrams had come to escape religious persecution, to create a society where they could worship as they pleased, and one day, God willing, even do some persecuting of their own”(Stewart 18). This sort of sarcastic wit makes up the majority of the book, cushioning what few actual facts managed to sneak in. For some variety, there are also numerous inserts by other Daily Show correspondents, such as Samantha Bee's “Would You Mind If I Told You How We Do It In Canada?”, a ridiculously timid view of Canadian government and laws.Toward the end of the book, there is some commentary on the rest of the world, such as describing Paris as “The world's most romantic and seizable city”(Stewart 194), or Brazil as “The largest exporter of jiggling buttchecks in the entire [western] hemisphere”(Stewart 205). Obviously, this book is willing to use crude humor to entertain, though that's far from all it does.  



Indeed, what America really does is make a huge joke on American culture. It expresses American enthocentrism to a ridiculous degree, in order to show just how 
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foolish enthocentrism is in general. In addition, the book also satirizes blind clinging to tradition, such as its remarks on Columbus:


Now, some have argued Columbus actually discovered the West Indies, or that 

Norsemen had discovered American centuries earlier, or that you really can't get 

credit for discovering a land already populated by indigenous people with an 

advanced civilization. These people are communists. Columbus discovered 

America(Stewart  18).

America is not a book one reads to learn more about History. America is a book one reads in order to realize the absurdity of representative democracy, or at least the leaders that have been elected in the past. The book promotes activity in democracy, hidden in a veil of comic hilarity. Considering this was it's goal, it seems it was rather successful in accomplishing it.
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